
Questions and Suggestions  
for learning about books 

Adapt your discussions for different age groups 
 

Exploring the title and cover 
What is the title of a book for?  
Why are book covers so different?  
What makes people choose a book to read? 
What titles/covers do the children like and why?  

Explore the covers of different books, magazines and movies you have in your house/classroom. 
Look at the fonts/colours/sizes/shapes of letters in the titles. Discuss the colour, size, shape of the 
cover itself. Explore the illustrations on the cover. Discuss how the titles and covers make you feel 
and if they make you want to read the book (or watch the movie). Discuss how the title and cover 
tells you what you might find inside. Are there differences between the covers of fictional stories 
and fact books? What information does the back cover provide? 

 

Exploring what ‘written by’ and ‘illustrated by’ mean 
What does ‘written by’ mean and ‘illustrated by’ mean?  
What is an author?  
What is an illustrator – are they the same as an artist? 

Explore the books you have in your home/classroom – do the authors illustrate their own stories? 
Discuss the choices made by each illustrator e.g. collage/pencil drawings/colour/black and white 
images/paintings/photographs – why do they make such choices? Discuss the different colours 
they use (colours are deliberately used to evoke certain emotions) what colours make you feel 
scared, yukky, happy, etc. The shapes of things and people in a book are also used to stir our 
emotions (an excellent example of the use of colour and shape is Bob Graham’s Rose and Mr 
Wintergarten). Do fact books have illustrations or photographs? Do fictional stories use 
photographs? Explore the differences between fact books and fictional ones. Would you use 
photographs in a book about dragons or dinosaurs? If not, why not? 

 

Exploring the publishing details in a book 
What is the publication page in a book used for? 
When was the book first published?  
What publishing house printed the book?  
What does copyright mean - can you copy the work of authors and illustrators? 

Explore the date and place of publication in the books in your home/classroom. Use a map of the 
world and pins to show where all the books were published. Were the books published before or 
after the children were born or are they older than the teacher!  

 

What is a dedication?  

What is a dedication and why do authors and illustrators include one?  
Who is each book dedicated to?  
 

Make your own book! 
Get the children to design, write and illustrate their own books (with help to write the story, even very 
young children can do this) e.g. A book about me/my family/my house; A fact book about cars; A book 
that tells a fun made up story. What will the cover look like and why have the children made that 
choice? Will the illustrations be painted, drawn, or will they use photographs? Who will they dedicate 
their book to? Instead of a publishing house, you could write - Published at my house! 


